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same way. I know that Congressman
SALI shares that opinion and Congress-
man DAVIS shares that opinion. We are
not about continuing the levels of
waste, fraud and abuse.

Mr. WALBERG. It can’t continue. If
it does, we have lost it all. Jefferson
said the government that governs best
governs least. And it wasn’t simply
govern least to allow people less oppor-
tunity, but it is to give them more
freedom; to give them more of their
own resources to make better decisions
for themselves, making better deci-
sions on basic needs.

That was the genius of what we had
here in a capitalistic system, a system
that said we will offer freedom and op-
portunity. You make your choices, you
determine your lifestyle. And, in turn,
as we also encouraged through
supplementing what went on in the
home, what went on in the school,
what went on in the church and mak-
ing it a common theme that we are our
brother’s keeper, but it is with our own
resources, with our own choices, the
opportunity that we have to expand
and meet needs of others.

Ultimately in doing that ourselves,
we are also blessed. We also felt the
warmth of saying I lifted someone up
that was falling, and I also know that
there are plenty of others who would
come to my aid, individuals who are
family members, who are community
members right from my own area that
would reach out, and, at last resort, if
necessary, maybe there was something
in the government.

But it is reversed now, where the
first place we go is the government. Of
course, that causes the ramp-up of
costs that now results in the largest
tax increase in the history of the
United States being offered and passed
just recently.
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And, if allowed to be completed and
my legislation isn’t put in place to
make permanent those tax relief issues
of 2001 and 2003, we will have a $683 bil-
lion tax increase over the next 5 years,
and on January 1, 2011, the taxpayers
in my State and across the country,
generally speaking, will pay upwards of
$3,000 more the day after December 31
than the day before. That is not the
way to go. We have to stop it. The tax-
payers out there, whether they be in
Tennessee, Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio,
or Indiana, are all saying the same
thing; they just want us to hear an an-
swer.

Mrs. BACHMANN. That is right. And
if the gentleman would yield, I would
absolutely agree. And that is why it is
important and imperative, I believe,
that we shout it from the rooftops.
This is not a hypothetical we are talk-
ing about, this is reality that we are
talking about tonight, the fact that
these tax cuts right now are on auto-
matic pilot. They are going away. They
are the engines that have propelled the
growth in this economy, both with the
cuts on capital gains and on dividends,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

that has provided the jobs, the growth,
the unparalleled level of prosperity
that we have enjoyed. It is all going
away if we don’t stop that.

That is why I thank you again, Con-
gressman WALBERG, for being willing
to sponsor this important legislation.
It is why I am on it, it is why Congress-
man DAVIS and so many of our col-
leagues are on it. As a matter of fact,
there is a piece of legislation that I be-
lieve you signed on recently as well as
I signed on; this is one that our col-
league JOHN CAMPBELL came up with,
and that is putting a spending ceiling
on what Congress can spend. Because I
think that Congressman DAVIS said it
very well earlier: We have a spending
problem. That is what leads to our tax-
ing program. And JOHN CAMPBELL came
forward, the Congressman from Cali-
fornia, and he said, let’s put a ceiling
on government spending, and let’s
make sure it is not more than one-fifth
of GDP.

What is GDP? Gross domestic prod-
uct. Well, what is that? That is basi-
cally everything that we produce in
this country every year. Just think of
that. Government eats up one-fifth, al-
most one-fifth, 20 percent, of every-
thing that is produced in this country
just to run the machine. Sometimes I
think that government is just a big
money eating machine, and we are all
the people that are working to stoke
that furnace to keep it going. But this
legislation that we signed says that
there is a limit. We are going to draw
a line in the sand, and no more. And
that is what your great legislation does
as well, the Tax Increase Prevention
Act, it draws a line in the sand and it
says we are going to keep this pros-
perity going, and the way we do it is by
cutting those taxes.

Mr. WALBERG. And I appreciate
that fact. There are good pieces of leg-
islation, whether it be setting a cap on
spending or setting a moratorium on
earmarks, and looking at a way to get
control of that so we are not wasting
dollars. These are common-sense issues
that taxpayers generally look at and
say, what is the problem? This ought to
be just common sense, to have a line
item veto, to have a balanced budget
amendment. All of the above speaks to
the common taxpayer, which I am one
and you are one and all of us who have
spoken tonight are one. It speaks com-
mon sense to the taxpayer saying, this
just ought to be the way it is, because
we are willing to do for ourselves if you
leave us the opportunity.

So I certainly appreciate your pas-
sion on this issue and the fact of your
awareness of tax issues having been a
tax attorney and understanding that,
while there are taxes necessary, that
we have gone way beyond the limit. We
have gone beyond reality.

There is little debate right now on
Capitol Hill about whether the Amer-
ican economy is struggling. That is
just there. We recognize the fact. And
some of us who are in States that are
struggling even more so, like my own
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wonderful State of Michigan that has
all of the resources available, and yet
we are frustrated. The real conversa-
tion in living rooms across the country
is about how to get our economy mov-
ing again.

Essentially, this debate boils down to
one question, the question that I was
asked in conversations in town hall
meetings that I have in various ways,
and that question is: Should America
promote economic growth and job cre-
ation, or raise taxes to destroy jobs
and economic opportunity?

Right now, Republicans, our col-
leagues are asking all House Members
to decide which side of this debate they
are on by forcing votes on a bill that I
introduced that we have referred to to-
night, that is the Tax Increase Preven-
tion Act, House Resolution 2734. House
Members have to choose whether they
support Speaker PELOSI’s budget pro-
posal that in total is the largest single
tax increase ever promoted in the his-
tory of the United States, a $3,000 per
taxpayer tax increase overnight.

With so much money already being
wasted in Washington, I believe it is
wrong for Congress to try and take
more money out of the paychecks of
hard-working Americans. My bill, to
make more point about it, would make
permanent the tax relief of 2001 and
2003, and stop tax increases on raising
children, earning money, saving and in-
vesting, operating a small business,
adopting a child, paying off college
loans, and even dying.

Consider the implications of the
Democrat’s proposed $680 billion tax in-
crease in 2011 alone. Marginal income
tax rates will increase by anywhere
from 9 percent to 50 percent, with the
lowest tax bracket receiving the high-
est tax rate increase. That is not talk-
ing to the rich and wealthy, that is
talking again of the lowest tax brack-
et. Capital gains rates for individuals
will increase dramatically, punishing
saving and investing. Restoration of
the marriage penalty tax, that is a pu-
nitive tax that thankfully we got rid
of, and now they want to put it back.
The child tax credit will be slashed 50
percent, raising taxes by $500 per child.
The death tax will go from 0 percent to
55 percent.

I have always held the conviction
that the American citizen should keep
as much as their hard-earned money as
possible. With Americans facing rising
health care costs, high energy prices,
and economic instability, the last
thing families need is to be hit with a
massive job killing tax increase.

Every week in my home State, I
meet with Michiganders, as I did this
weekend, who are working harder than
ever before and at best breaking even.
Michigan families and businesses have,
unfortunately, felt firsthand the pow-
erful negative impact of tax increases.
These working families’ wages have
been slashed by higher taxes on income
and on small businesses. During our
Governor Jennifer Granholm’s admin-
istration, Michigan has experienced job



